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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [5.06 pm]: Last Thursday 
Hon Stephen Dawson asked question without notice 489—C475—and raised some concerns about the quality of 
my response. I have received an explanation about that response that I think clarifies the situation. I have had 
a discussion behind the chair with Hon Stephen Dawson and he may ask further questions, but this is an 
explanation of the response he was provided with. 

I seek leave to have the response incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated — 

 
Concerns raised by Hon Stephen Dawson MLC regarding the response to Question Without Notice C475 
As promised in this house last Thursday I wish to address the concerns raised by the Hon Stephen Dawson in relation to question without 
notice C475. 
In the first instance, I acknowledge the differences in the response to question 3604 from the Hon Fran Logan on 25 February 2015 and the 
response to a similar question C475 I gave in this house last week. 
Both questions sought information on what courses offered in 2014 are not being offered in 2015, although I would point out that question 
3604 in February was specifically in relation to State Training Providers whereas question C475, parts 1 to 3, referred to all training 
providers. 
One of the difficulties in responding to these types of questions is the interpretation of the term ‘course offerings’. In February when question 
3604 was asked, State Training Providers provided responses to the best of their knowledge based on planned delivery, which is compiled in 
November of the previous year. 
In reality, course delivery is largely demand driven and demand for courses can vary throughout the year for a range of reasons. This means 
that while state training providers start the academic year with a plan for what will be delivered the actual courses delivered will inevitably 
be different by the time the year finishes. 
This information is especially difficult to interpret for the hundreds of contracted private training providers, as training providers are 
contracted, including variations to their contracts, for courses they wish to run throughout the year. 
For these reasons, the Minister for Training and Workforce Development is now of the view that attempting to answer these types of 
questions can be confusing and potentially misleading. 
The only truly accurate way to answer to such questions is to report actual validated course activity at the end of the academic year. To this 
end, the Minister for Training and Workforce Development has advised that the government will not be providing estimations of course 
offerings in the future and will instead only provide responses based on actual validated course data. 
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